iss6-7o.]        OFFICIAL LIFE IN LONDON.            241

in him which made him different from his fellows, even if
his energies were equal to renewed exertion. And hence,
perhaps, in ordinary general company, or even in more quiet
and familiar converse, an observer may fail to detect those
qualities, may even rather fix upon others of a less pleasing
kind, which, once overshadowed by the nobler growth that
made the man what he was, have since sprung into undesir-
able prominence.

We have now arrived at this comparatively uneventful
period in Murchison's career. Not that he grew less busy or
less devoted to the pursuits to which he had given so many
years of energy and enthusiasm. But he had achieved
the great work of his life. His .remaining years were per-
haps even busier, as they certainly were fuller of distrac-
tion and multitudinous cares than any of those which
preceded them. But there no longer ran through them the
connecting thread of one central idea to be worked out, one
dominant task to be performed. He gave himself up to the
calls of his official position in London; and in accepting its
dignity and honours he had to undertake also its numerous
and often burdensome duties.

In the later years of his life, therefore, we see him in
a' capacity different from that in which he appeared during
any of the previous periods. He had long held a prominent
place in London society, "but he never regarded the due
maintenance of that position as the chief function he had to
perform. It ranked, in his estimation, after his scientific
work. Year after year he had fled fuom London life to renew
his labours in the field among his beloved rocks. But the
claims of the metropolis had been fixing their hold more and
more firmly upon him. His annual escape to the country
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